The role of free oxygen radicals in children with chronic viral hepatitis B.
Lipid peroxidation of polyunsaturated fatty acids, being important components of cellular membranes, caused by free oxygen radicals is considered to be one of the main causes of hepatocyte injury. The aim of this study is to estimate the malondialdehyde (MDA) level in the red blood cells of children with chronic viral hepatitis B. The decrease of MDA concentration along with the clinical and serological improvement in children with chronic hepatitis B was observed. We also noticed a correlation of MDA with HBeAg-anti HBe seroconversion and obliteration of HBV DNA polimerase activity.